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A Philological And Zoological Description Of
The Bird Names Given By Yaqiat Al- Hamawi
And Zakaria’ Al-Qazwint In Their Description
Of The Island Of Tinnis
Part 4.

Philippe Provencal.

Natural history Museum of Denmark,
Universitetsparken 15, 2100 Copenhagen, Denmark

This is the following up of my previous articles in
Arabic Biology and Medicine entitled: A Philologic#&nd
Zoological Description Of The Bird Names Given B¥iqut
Al-Hamawi And Zakari’ Al-Qazwini In Their Description Of
The Island Of Tints'. This series of article is treating
philologically and biologically the list of 134/138ird names
included in the descriptions of the island of TBn Lake
Manzalah in the Delta of the Nile which are givgn¥aqat ibn
‘Abdullah alhamawi (1179-1229 in his Mu‘gam al-Buldin
and by Zakad’ b. Muhammad b. MAmad al-Qazwni (1203-

“Provencal, P. A Philological And Zoological Destigm Of The Bird
Names Given By ¥qat Al-Hamawi And Zakard’ Al-Qazwini In Their
Description Of The Island Of Ting, Arabic Biology and MedicineMay
2015, No. 3. vol. 1 p. 1-45,

A Philological And Zoological Description Of The i Names Given By
Yaqut Al-Hamawi And Zakari® Al-Qazwini In Their Description Of The
Island Of Tinns -part 2 Arabic Biology and Medicindjovember 2015, No.
3.vol. 2 p. 1-27,

A Philological And Zoological Description Of The i Names Given By
Yaqut Al-Hamawi And Zakard® Al-Qazwini In Their Description Of The
Island Of Tinns -part 3,Arabic Biology and MedicineMay 2016, No. 4.
vol. 1 p. 1-20.

2 al-Qazvini, Zakari’ b. Muhammad b. Mamad; Kitab ‘Aga’ib al-
makliagat wa gara’ib al-mawgiadat - El Cazwini's KosmographieEd. F.
Wistenfeld. Genehmigter Neudruck des Ausgabe vd8-8® des Verlages
der Dieterichschen Buchhandlung. Martin Sandig 1%98iésbaden.
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1283} in his CosmographyKitab ‘Aga’ib al-Mahiigat wa
Gharz'ib al-Mawjizdat. As the amount of material involved in
this study is extensive, the treating is takingcplasing several
articles.

In the treating of these bird names | will in tlaigicle
treat the names, for which the identity is stilthex easy to
work out but which require more philological andolagical
treating compared with those treated in my threevipus
articles. As in the previous articles, the treaspecies will
taxonomically be spread out in order to provide ettdy
overview of the knowledge found in the Arabic texis
zoology. As explained in my previous article of Mag15,
some bird names are still in use and the speciqaestions are
well described in the classical literature. In orde avoid
making the text of this article too long, we wilhlg treat (14)
species here. The remaining being treated in suleseq
articles. For a general treating of list of birdmes and an
overview of the sources used see my previous arfricm May
2015,

THE BIRD NAMES:
1. s J/Al-baz ar-imi (No. 5§/Goshawk Accipiter

3 vaqat al-hamawi, Jacuts Geographisher Wérterbuctherausgeben von
Ferdinand,

Wustenfeld, Leipzig 1866-70. Reprint bya#ig Library, Teheran.

* Provencal, A Philological Description.

>The numbers refer to the number of the item inligteof bird names as
noted by Ygat Al-hamiwi, see Provencald Philological Description,
May 2015, p. 14-16.
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A Philological And Zoological Description Of The Bid Names.

gentilis gentilis

Philological comments

According to Viré (197P)this name should be the one used
by the falconers of the classical period to dedig@aGoshawk
originating from Greece or Anatolia (i.e. The Bytina
Empire). This name has probably been placed wromgtpis
list of bird names as the larger Raptors all asegdl in the end.
The term bz )b has already been treated as it is no. 124 of
the list of bird namés

2. <l / as-sag@ (No. 9) (vocalisation conjectural)/
Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis

Philological comments
An-Nuwayri writes in the Nifyah:

O}S\_).-AAM))) u}.m;j‘ éi ((u.ujd.\y‘ dﬁi 4.:\:&.»3 9- u}.m;j‘ LAi E)
Aaghal AL o) e slall i) Chuadll 8 IS 13 43y Al

Go callilly Sl Dia Gl 53 gy (1) L A

A8 )5l 58 guaddl 5 (a5 o) sl 5 3 jiall 53 yeall
"And concerning thehassin - the people of

Andalusia calls itUmm passan"and the Egyptians
call it as-Sagyah (i.e. the water vessel, or perhaps

8 viré, F. 1977. Essai de détermination des oisatixel mentionnés dans
les principaux manuscrits arabes médiévaux astmuconnerieArabica,
tome XXIV, p. 140.

’ ProvencalA Philological Description- Part 3, pp. 17-18.

& An-Nuway (ed.1923-55): Nihayat al-Arab f Funin al-Adab.
Photomechanical reprint of the ed. ofirDal-Kutub al Mkriyyah. Ministry
of Culture and National Guidance, Egypt. Book 9 2»4-383 and book 10
pp. 1-354.
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the water carrier cf. the name in the list " as-
Saq@’" ) Because when (this bird) is in a cage it
draws water from a water vessel (with help) of a
tiny instrument which is placed in the cage fasth
(purpose)... This bird is endowed with colours,
whose composition and combinations are beautiful
consisting of red, yellow, black, white, and
translucent greén It has a pretty and melodious
voice...."!% This description is in good accordance
with the features of the Goldfinth

Amin Malouf writes:
GoldfinchCarduelis carduelis

soaky 5 Bba 9B jaa Ol 53 pdlasd) e il G sa
385 L) ()59 pemal) 5 pmenll U (V) ) ey 3855 5 2 5
Osmally ALl 8 Gojmy 5) (sl (Lisws (5130 1 shal Layy
Sl apany ey 5 ba gy
"Goldfinch  (assin)*> A bird among the
passerines endowed with colours in red, yellow,
white, black and blu& (or shining or translucent
colours, see footnote 7). The people of Andalusia
calls it Abi-I-hasan and the Egyptians call Abi

° The broad yellow longitudinal stripe on the wing the Goldfinch is
translucent when the bird is flying away and magesgy as yellowish green
(personal observations on Goldfinches in the figlede also Génsbgl, B.
1991, Nordens Fugle, second ed. Gad, Copenhagen, p. 457). For the
interpretation of azrag/zurgah as shining or tremiu cf. Fischer, W., 1965,
Farb- und Formbezeichnungen in der Sprache dearalitischen Dichtung,
Otto Harrassowitz, Wiesbadepp. 47 - 55.

10 An-Nuwayi, Nihayat, section 10, p. 251, author’s translation.

- Cf. Peterson, R., G. Mountfort, P. A. D: Hollort989. Europas
FugleTranslated to Danish by D. Boertmann and J. Fjel@sjpenhagen,
C.E.G. Gads Forlag,p. 223 and plate 71. Also petlsobservations by the
author on Goldfinches in the field.

12 Malouf, A.,1932,An Arabic zoological dictionaral-Muktataf Press,
Cairo, p. 117, the first part is copied by Malouforh al-Damiri’s
description; Al-Damiri, Karl ad-Din (1861)itab fkayat al-hayawin al-
Kubra, ed. Mlhammad Sghin and ed. Br al-Fikr, Baynt, Lebanon.

13- Al-Damiri has also written "and green” but Malouf does matude it in
his citation of the desription given by al-Dam
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Zagzyah, but the sometimes shift [i.e. make a
metathesis of] theay for a sin (ad-Damiri). [This
bird] is known in Syria by the nameasin until
today, and some people call it tsawki* ..."

Goodman et al. write that the Egyptian names ferGloldfinch
there are: ‘Usfar hassin  os«> _siac, Ali Sadiyah, Al
Zaoayah, hassin, ShuwayRP. According to Kazimirski
4383l is a name for the Goldfinch to

The namesaq:’ <\ is among the Arabic names for the
pelicans, but as water birds and water fowl coutgtitn proper
division in this bird list, whereas smaller birdsdapasserines
are (more or less) the ones listed in the sectioerevthe:las is
mentioned, the identification of the saquith the goldfinch is

maintained her¥g.

Biological comments:

The Goldfinch is a common breeding resident intmos
green parts of Egypt but the breeding population seems to
have been very low and probably reduced to zetbammiddle
of the 20th century.

14-Malouf, An Arabic Zoologicalp. 117. Sawk means thorn of thithle in
Arabic. This name is an allusion to the habbit luk tbird to feed from
thithles.

!> Goodman, S. M. and P. L. Meininger, S. M. Bah®iel, J. J. Hobbs, W.
C. Mullié 1989:The Birds of Egypt.Oxford University Press. Oxford, New
York, p. 467.

16 Kazimirski, A. B. 1860. Dictionnaire Arabe - Francais, Paris,

Maisonneuve et €.

7. Cf. Provencal, P Arabic Biology May 2015, pp. 19-20.
18 GoodmanThe Birdsp. 467.

1% bid. pp. 468-469
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Concerning the Arabic speaking world the Goldfingh
in recent time breeding in many wide areas in thddi¢ East
and North Africa and it may be encountered in thietey
season in most parts of the Middle East and Northc#
however being rarer in the eastern, central anthsou parts of
the Arabian Peninsul

g5V [Az-Zag (No. 15)Chough / Pyrrocorax pyrrocorax /

Hooded Crow Corvus corone sardonius

Philological comments

The nameZag for the Hooded Crow is given by
Malouf* and is confirmed by Goodman et?al.However in
modern times the nan¥&ig is used to denote the Chough and
the RookCorvus frugilegus in the colloquial Arabic of the
Syro-Palestinian regién For the members of th€orvus
genus, which are usually called Ravens in Engtisé,name is
gurab, <\ pl. gurban g<5¢ in Arabic®. The Rook is called
gadaf <3 in modern Egyptian together withgurab al-

g-ayt25.

“Hollom, P. A. D., R. F. Porter, S. Christenseriillis, 1988, Birds of
the Middle East and North Africd. & D Poyser: Calton, p. 244.

Z-Malouf, An Arabic zoologicalp. 76.

?2GoodmanThe Birdsp. 450.

% Dalman, G. 1913Arabischen Vogelnamen von Palastina und Syrien.
Zeitschrift des Deutschen Palastinavereins nr. 361)65-179, No. 61, 63
and 66.

4-This names is also used as a common designatidiack corvids.
%-GoodmanThe Birdsp. 450.
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Ad-Damiri on the other hand clearly describes the
Chough under the entAz-Zig as he writes:

By e 5 el A Ja obosll gl Gaig )
A dly Gala s ) sese G580 By pea sl e
Dhial s JSEI Calal g g alSL 45Y (sl il 2
Az-zag: it belongs to the species of corvids. It is
also called thezar1 and gurab az-zar*®. It is a
small black Corvid, and it has a reéllyed beak
and red legs. It is called the Olive-Corvid becaitise
eats olives. It is of fine shape and pretty to labk

Al-QalgaSandi wrote:

Ol emal Gga (Ll g Gpmsas (L) - 100 Lees
O sl JSL a8y @iy (Al ¢ o si il Gl e Al Jy gl
ENESL Y JE ()bl e s 5 (LL)- Qalasl) Leiag
O A8 gl e il e s 1 Gl Q5 adiall il )
Al

"And among them [i.e.the birds] there is the
Chough &z-zig)(...). It is a kind of little Corvid of
black colouf®, of fine shape and pretty to look at. It
really has a red bill and red legs. It is the kind
which is called the "olive crow" because it eats
olives.

And among them [i.e.the birds] there is the RoGldaf ). It

is the [kind called] theGurab al- Gayr. Ibn Firis has told: "
that it is the "fat crow". AfAbdari has told that it [the Rook] is

% Both names may be translated to “the black coofithe sowing”.

2" For the use of in front of an imperfect in order to enforce atestaent
see Blachére, R. M & Gaudefroy-Demombynes, 19@5ammaire de
l'arabe Classiquets.P. Maisonneuve & Larose, Paris, § 165 p. 253.

% For the translation of @gr as black see Fischer, W., 196%rb- und
Formbezeichnungen in der Sprache der Altarabiscidohtung, Otto
Harrassowitz, Wiesbaden, pp. 233-241.

Arabic Biology & Medicine Number.4 Vol.2 November 2016



Philippe Provencal.

a little dark Crow whose colour is like the colairash."

The first description is paraphrasing ad-Damird an
confirms, that in medieval Arabizig was the name of the
Chough. The description is in acccordance withféatures of
the Chogh®. On the other hand the second description together
with the modern uses in the colloquial Arabic ofygigand the
Syro-Palestinian region clearly show, that the remrdag,
Gudaf, Gurab al-Gayr have shifted species identity in modern
colloquial Arabic and also have been subject toesoonfusion
in the Arabic literature because while al-Qalga$dmak the
same use as in modern Egyptian ArabicGatlaf and Gurab
al-Gayr for the Rook the last description given by shbdan
does not fit the Rook but Hooded Crow

Biological comments

The Hooded Crow of the subspecidonius is the
only representative oforvus coronein Egypt and it is an
urbanised and common bird th&e The Hooded Crow is by
far the most common crow in Egypt. The Rook beimgra and
irregular winter visitor and The House Cr@wrvus splendens

is a bird introduced in recent tirtie

29-peterson et aEuropas Fugle.p. 216 and plates 69 and 70.

3 peterson et aEuropas Fugleplate 70 and personal observations on live
birds in the field.

31 GoodmanThe Birdsp. 450.

%2.p. Provencal, personal observations in the Caia ar April 1993 and in
al-gardagah (Hurghada) in may 2011.

3. Goodman(The Birdspp. 448-450.
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The Chough is not a bird being recorded in Egypt in
recent time. However it was recorded in the 19thtuy in
Sinai, but without any recorded collected specim&he
Chough is breeding at the present time in northtvésca and
in Turkey, Lebanon and Irdh

<!l Jal-rahib (No. 20) /Blackcap / Sylvia atricapilla / the

male bird

Philological comments
As the female bird with all probability is on thistlas No. 25
where it is written by its Syrian name accordingMalouf®®,
and as the male bird according to the same aushkmawn by
the name_tnr1 o5 in Lebanon, which means the priest or
clergyman, and as the worahib in classical Arabic means a
monk, the identification of thealhib with the male ofSylvia
atricapilla is hereby suggested. This name of the bird is thus
similar to its Danish and Norwegian name "munk" athi
means monk. In all cases the name seems to retbe tblack
upper head of the male bird which may remind ofdap of a
clergyman.

According to Lane (1879) who refers to th@n@is of
al-Firizabadi, the word arfib is designating all birds which are

not Raptors.

%% Hollom, Birds of the Middle Easp. 226.
- Malouf, An Arabic zoologicalp. 36.
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Biological comments

At the present time the Blackcap is a rare autungrant and a
fairly common spring migrant in Egypt. It does ocauwinter
but scarcel§f. In the Arab world the Blackcap is breeding in
North Africa where only part of the population natgs. It is a
summer breeding bird on the Black Sea cost of Tyugk&l in
northern Iran especially around the Caspian cétastcommon
on passage in most parts of the Middle-East andhN&irica

except Tunisia and Most of Arabia outside Yerien

ualedll /aS-Sar@s (No. 25) /Blackcap / Sylvia atricapilla / the

female bird.

Philological comments

This bird is calledSan@#s i in the list provided by al-
Qazwini. This is the name of the female Blackcap in
Lebanori®. The reason that the sexes of this species have
different names is, that they look differently. \i¢hihe colour

of the plumage on the main parts of the body areeroo less
similar in both sexes being grey (the plumage effémale is a
little more brown than that of the male), the tdghe head is
covered by a black patch going down the the tofhefeyes in

the male while the female’s patch is red-brown. SEhpatches

are called caps.

%.GoodmanThe Birdsp. 428.
3" Hollom, Birds of the Middle Easp. 205.
3. Malouf, An  Arabic zoologicalp. 242.
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Biological comments

See above the Blackcap, the male bird.

&3kdl / Al-mutawwaq (No. 61RRinged Plover Charadrius

hiaticula/ Little Ringed Plover / Charadrius dubius

Philological comments

The name of the Ringed Plover in EgyptAbu al-
Ruis al-Muawwaq(éshall o530 &) according to Malodf.
Both species are callé€@iargar muawwads sk blikd) in Egypt
according to Goodman et 4l. The Ringed Plover indeed
deserves the nanMutawwagi.e. "adorned with a necklace or
neck-ring" as this bird is endowed with a conspisidlack
collar on a pure white belly and throat. All in #ike black and
white patterns of the head and neck gives the issa that
these birds are adorned with a Jet Black and a Rinige
collar; especially the black collar is very congsguas when the
bird is looked upon from the frott

The word Murawwaq is an adjective denoting a collared or
necklace pattern and is therefore used to denbibérds$ having

such patterns, especially the doves and pigeonadthat kind

%-Malouf, ibid. p. 192. Malouf uses Manad Hilmi al-Sana as source.

“0- Goodman(The Birdsp. 243.

“LP. Provencal, personal observations in the fieldivenspecimen of both

species, cf. also Delin, H., L. Svensson 19BRotographic guide to the
birds of Britain and Europedamlyn Publishing Group Limited, London, p.
101.
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of patterns (cf. No. 11 of this li§f)

Biological comments

At the present time the Ringed Plover is a fairly
common passage visitor and winter visitor in E§ypbn my
visit to Lake Manzalah on 7 April 1993 several RiddPlovers
were observed. The Little Ringed Plover is foundegypt too,
though being much scarcer. It nevertheless is scmmer

breeding bird in the north of the couritty

Y/ al-ghmar (No. 81) Pochard /Aythya ferina

Philological comments

Both Malouf®, Viré*® and Goodman et &f.write that
one of the names in Arabic for the Pocharthag azmar ( L
al) with the namehumray '>» as the common Arabic
name for this species. Most of the other Arabic esifor the
Pochard are also derived from the rdotr*®. These names are
all derived from the conspicuous red head of théefhavhich

may be recognised from a good distance in brighligut®.

“2 provencal, A Philological Description-part 2, 2g6.

“3 Goodman(he Birdsp. 243.

“* Ibid.

“> Malouf, An Arabic zoologicalp. 192.

“®Viré, F. in Etchécopar, R.D., F. Hile. 1984s Oiseaux du Nord de

I'Afrique de la Mer rouge aux CanariesParis, N. Boubée et'©

*"- Goodman(The Birdsp. 165.

“8- Goodman, ibid.; ViréLes Oiseauxp. 581; GoodmariThe Birdsp. 165.
“%-Peterson et aEuropas Fugleplate 12.

% Author’s personal observations in the field.
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Biological comments

At the present time the Pochard is a common wielr
passage visitor in Egypt. The Pochards are vergsypcead in
the Nile Delta lakes during their vidit

G, ¥ [Al-azraq (no. 82)Tufted Duck / Aythya fuligula

Philological comments

According to Goodman et a.the name of the Tufted
Duck in Egypt iszurgzy <45 The Tufted Duck bears other
names derived from the rootrq®®. The Ferrugineous Duck
Aythya nyrocais calledzurgzy akmarin Egypt in recent tint&
(Malouf 1932 p. 192, Viré 1964 p. 581, Goodmarmalet1989
p. 166). But as the binomial naming of the Ferragus Duck
in all probability is derived from the name of thafted Duck,
as all the names pertaining to the latter and ddrivom the
root 'zrg are single and not binomial, the identificatiminthe
azraq with the Tufted Duck is retained here. The dermati
from the root'zrq is due to the fact that the male of the Tufted
Duck has a bluish gloss on its black plumage, drad both
sexes have a blue Bill

1 GoodmanyThe Birdsp. 165.

2 GoodmanyThe Birdsp. 166.

*3-Goodman, ibid.

% Malouf, An Arabic zoologicalp. 192; Viré, Les Oiseauxp. 581;
Goodman;The Birdsp. 166.

- P. Provengal personal observations on living spens; cf. also Delin,
Photographic guidep. 51
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Biological comments

Both species are common in Egypt as passage and
winter visitor. The Ferrugineous Duck being scarberugh®.
The Tufted Duck is a northern species but the gamaous

Duck is breeding in some parts of the Middle Fast

skl [ al-ghiryag (No. 94) /White-fronted Goose Anser

albifrons/
Lesser White-fronted Goose Anser erythropus

This bird is calledal-irag &'+ by al-Qazwini. It
seems that the namigaq usually with a nisbah endingy aqi

is a common name in Arabic for wild geese and swans

Al-Nuwayri wrote:
A 5 aiay Clial DB V5. 48 di e s DY W
385 i ¢ palull I Il H5aall g 5 (S 5 e gl yshall
rany g prall sa s ¢ (Al Y15 (L) Leie el piual)
5l S0 e Zal) (Y ¢ plaall b LAl Callay ¢ el
2 Y1 k) e all s Jsu@s&w\}‘@u@wy
\q\,‘@m\m@@}g\ usw\u,.cﬂye_m
,uﬂ) s iy ELITE Ry Al ) Sl (e Jais ) adal 5l

"Concerning the Goose and the matters told about
it: There are three kinds of geese: “the Marsh
Goose” which is the tall and dark kind, “the
Turkish (or Central-Asian) Goose” which is of
rounded shape and whose colour is turning towards
white and “the Pond Goose” which is the big and

*%GoodmanThe Birdsp. 166.
*"Hollom, Birds of the Middle Easp. 45.
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heavy among the three (...) The Marsh Goose,
which is the one known as “the River-bank Goose”
in Egypt (Iraqr ). The Marsh Goose differs from
the Pond Goose with respect to its cries because
[only] the males of the Pond Geese utter criesavhil
the females do not, whereas this feature is diftere
concerning the Marsh Geese. The Pond Goose
belongs to the remaining birds which do not leave
the places in which they are reared up due to the
heaviness of their body. When one of these birds
takes off it does not raise itself more than lightl
from the ground. The River-bank geesal-(
iragiyyat ) on the other hand belong to the
wandering birds which move from one place to
another and are [only] seen from time to tirfie"

Al-Qalgasandwrote:

¢ SOl g pmal) 55314 Al (L) = DY) Sl
pdia A S Al 5L Gl Ganl Galdl G5Y) 8 (8 ek

&\dygjkhgw\)gb&;w}is%dwﬁ
S5 OslS aisl ¢l 8 ) sn sas o adadll
S Cm 5L ol il ¢ giall Gand ¢ alad) L) il
Ol A lee ) goth sabe B Ll Sl ¢ FDalh seaa
¢ Led JallS L aal 5 Lgaty ) Ll (a5 . Ll (SIS sl
lede 2550 Ledan s 3 Lelily 5 JinIS 1Eiaa lan 5 L ) 5S5 38 A
Bala Ay ) ) A Al (aviee (bea gl Cacaidy | ol (yany
s . o8kl A sltia ¢ A8 je Sy s s S juay s
T b gaa s Leishy Galy 8 Gias oS 1Y Ll Ll

"And the second [kind of the birds found in winter]

is the goose (...) here is meant the Goose known as
the Turkish (Goose) It is a bird the size of the
“Country Goose” [presumably the Domestic
Goose] of light colour. It prances while walking
like the Partridge. It belongs to the set of water
birds whose legal status as permitted food iseskttl

%8 An-Nuwayi, Nihayat, section 10, pp. 235-236, author’s translation.
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The third [kind of the birds seen in winter]tige
Laglag : It is a smaller bird than the [Domestic]
Goose in size. Its colour, as the colour of the
“Ethiopian Goose”, is turning towards the dark. It
has white eyelids and yellow eyes. This kind is
known in Egypt as the River-bank Goosedq! ).

It arrives to Egypt in the beginning of the [tim@ o
growing of crops, at the time when the Cranes
arrive. It is a trait to this species that onehaf bird
precedes the others as a guide to them and then
sometimes the others form a row extending as a
string. Their guide is in their midst precedingrthe

to a certain extent. Often two rows are formed,
extending themselves behind him and meeting him
in a pointed angle so that it looks like the lefign

z without its [final position] tail, the two rows
being equal to one another. A peculiar trait t® thi
species is that as the individuals get older black
spots come on the whiteness of their breasts and
bellies. Their young ones do not take these spots"

Forskal describes a goosen@s ans@rwhich he writes has the
Arabic nameUaez arakicorresponding to £ = Js). The bird
that he describes is clearly a White-fronted Godseser
albifrons™.

From these descriptions and records it seems very
probable that the River-bank Googé_~l s is a Goose
belonging to théAnser genus and more specifically the White-
fronted Goosé\nser albifronswhich is theAnser-Goose most

% Al-Qalgasant Aba |- ‘Abbas Ahmad, Kitab Subk al-A&z, vol. 2 ed. Gir
al-Kutub alhidiwiyah. Cairo: 1913-1922, p. 63.

€ Forskal, P. 1775escriptiones Animaliumpost mortem auctoris edidit
Carsten Niebuhr, Méller, Copenhagen, p. 3, No. 6.
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often seen in Egypt in modern tifteAll Anser andBranta
Geese seen in Egypt are winter visitors. The Windeted
Goose is a typicahnser-Goose with a dark-brown plumage,
white undertail and vent, a light coloured breast helly with
dark transversal, often band shaped spor$ie juveniles lack
these spofd. The Lesser White-fronted Goosénser
erythropus may have been a regular winter visitor in Medieval
Egypt too, as it is a regular winter visitor iradr and other
places in the Middle EdStand as it seems to have been a more
regular visitor in Egypt during the last centtfryThe two
species of geese are rather similar in externa¢a@mce, with
the exception of course that the lesser White-&droose is
smaller in size. It looks at first sight "likesanall version of the
White-fronted Goose" but one of the differencesyéeer, is
that the lesser White-fronted Goose hasyalléw eye ring
which is visible even at distanéd" This feature together with
the white blaze on the front, which is common tthbgpecies,
may account for the mention of yellow eyes and &keiyelids
in the description given by Al-Qalgasand@he wordGafn ¢ss
which means eyelid may also mean the scabbardsefoad®
and is perhaps used to denote the white blazesapldce. The
description of the flying behaviour of geese whtrese form

®.-GoodmanThe Birdsp. 153-154.

%2 See DelinPhotographic guidep. 40-41 and Génsbgl, B. 19%ordens
Fugle, sec. ed. Gad. Copenhagen, p. 55, where theserdsadine well
illustrated.

%3 Hollom, Birds of the Middle Easp. 40.

¢4 GoodmanyThe Birdsp. 154.

- Delin, Photographic guidep. 40.

€ Kazimirski, Dictionnaire Arabe - Francais
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two more or less straight rows, which meet at #exling bird

is very precis¥.

In modern times the termizz ‘iraqi is used in Egypt
for the Bean GoosAnser fabalis for swansCygnus sppAnd
for the Ruddy ShelducKadorna ferrugine¥. It thus seems
that in the colloquial dialects the trend has gdmen the
specific in the cited Classical examples to demptyjenerally

wild goose-like birds.

In Ancient Egypt the White-fronted Goose is thecspe
of wild goose, which is most often recognised ohabeof its
specific white blaze on its frotit Geese were domesticated in
Ancient Egypt and very appreciated for the tablaeyl are
therefore abundantly depicted in Ancient Egyptiamn laut it is
rare for the pictures to have enough featuresealie to
recognise the birds at the species I&/@ne notable exception
is the pictures of six Geese painted on the MastéBdet from
the IV Dynasty (2625 B.C. - 2510 B/&). at Meidum. This
painting, popularly known as "The Geese of Meidum",
represents two White-fronted Geese, two Greylags&aaser
anser and two Red-breasted GeeBeanta ruficollis. The

7 personal observations on wild geese in the field.

. Goodman The Birdsp. 153-154 and p. 157.

% Houlihan, P. F. 1986The Birds of Ancient EgypAris and Phillips.
Warminster: England, pp. 57-59.

" ibid. p. 56.

" Andreu, G. 1992L'Egypte au temps des pyramides, troisiéme mitlena
avant J.-CHachette, Paris, p. 19.
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whole scenery depicts typical natural features Viamtering
gees&. The White-fronted Goose was callégsrp in old
Classical Egyptiaff.

According to Boessneck the Grey-lag Goo&eser
anser was domesticated and used for food in Ancient Edypt
Biological comments

The White-fronted Goose has in recent time become a
rather rare winter visitor in Egypt, and the Les##rite-fronted

Goose has become vagrant

¢4/ al-buly (No. 96) (Vocalisation conjecturalpintail /
Anas acuta

This name is writtensl: in al-Qazvini. In Egypt the
most common name for the Pintailbalbil or balbil " s .
As the name in the two lists may be regarded a#iviau
copying of Jsl their identification with the Pintalil is hereby

suggested.

In Ancient Egypt Pintails were very often depictedth as
hieroglyphs and in art. They were domesticated ased as
food’”. The Pintails were in all probability one of theosh

common winter visitors among the ducks of &mas genus in

2 Houlihan, The Birdsp. 57.

3 Boessneck, J. 198®ie Tierwelt des Alten AgypterVerlag C.H. Beck,
Munchen, p. 89.

" bid. p. 88-90.

> GoodmanyThe Birdsp. 153-154 and p. 154.

% Malouf, An Arabic zoologicalp. 9, Viré, Les Oiseaux du Nord de
I'Afriqgue p. 578, GoodmariThe Birdsp. 161.

" Houlihan,The Birdspp. 71-73.
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Ancient Egypf®.
Biological comments

Concerning the Middle East and north Africa thet&in
is breeding in Morocco, Tunisia and Turk&yin Egypt it is a
rather common passage and winter visitor and is ainthe
dabbling ducks most often seen on the Nil& total of 865
Pintails were observed during the Ornithologicalidss in
Egyptian Wetlands 1989/90 on Lake Manzalah or rimghing
places between 6 March and 26 Kfay

0B si /Aba galamin (No. 100) Black Stork / Ciconia nigra
Philological comments

According to Doz$? the nameabi qalamin, came
from the Greelhypokalamorand this name was also used in
the classical period to designate a kind of luxxloth made in
Byzantium, but imitated in Egypt where especialhe tNile
Delta towns of Dimgft and Tinnis were proficient in this
manufacture. This fabric had vivid colours of gpssature,
and it was said to change colours by different esgb light.
Dozy further states that this name means a kindoidd,
referring to this list of bird names fromatfut and he finds the
same bird in the Spanish bird-namsalamon. This name

8- BoessneckDie Tierweltp. 98.

"*Hollom, Birds of the Middle Easp. 43.

8. Goodman(The Birdsp. 161.

8. Meininger, P.L. & Atta G.A.M. (eds). 199©Drnithological Studies in
Egyptian Wetlands 1989/90. FORE-report 94-O1, Wivo-report 40,
Vlissingen/Zeist, p. 306.

8 Dozy, R. 1927Supplement aux dictionnaires arabBeuxiéme édition.
E. J. Brill, Maisonneuve fréres. Paris, Leiden.
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becomescalamun with Nebrijd. In Spanish, the word
calaménmeans the Purple GallinuRorphyrio porphyrid* .
The Purple Gallinule has, however, been suggestedha
zoological identification of bird No. 48 in thissti

Al-Qazwini writes in his Cosmography:

seal a5 8N disha 55l Gum ke ) sl
sial 5 yeal e AT s Aele IS (30 G pas (3 jla)
At Ll G UL 1 ) e 5 (1) BuO) s mal s
AlSS yaisl G il e cde 5 a0l (e a0 5alB

A ) pal s s Adladl (e o 2 (i ol

" Abz BaragiS : A bird of beautiful appearance
with a long neck and legs, with a red bill and loé t
size of a Stork@iconia ciconia). It changes colour
all the time [turning between] red, yellow, green
and blue. According to the colours of this bird a
cloth is woven which is calledbiz galamin and
which is imported from the Byzantines. This bird is
astonishing by its colours and shape, but | have
nothing present on its behaviour or on the
properties of its [body] part¥”

The nameabi barazqisS is used in classical Arabic for

several species of birds with a glossy or variatjglemagé®.

As the nameabiz galamin has been used to denote glossy or

variegated colours on different objéti is only natural that it

should be used on birds with a glossy plumages T#i

8- Dozy, ibid.

8. vater, P., U. Winding 1988Spansk -dansk Ordbog.Gyldendal,
Copenhagen.

8. al-Qazvint, Kitab ‘Aga'ib al-makligat, Erster Theilp. 406.

8. Cf. Lane, E. W.1956.Arabic - English LexicorNew York, (William
and Norgate. London 1879), Frederic Ungar Publsiin.

87-Cf. Dozy, Supplement.
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confirmed byLisan al-‘Arab® which writes:

Ot el adle < il 1) (se) sy g8 () 5ald sil 0 e JUE
4ol 2 A8 o) Ml el b eldl ok (e ilda () salé

" ... another [person] has told tredtz galamin is

a cloth which, when the sun rises above it [i.és it

exposed to sunlight] shows itself with variegated

colours. He said: | do not know why this (clothsha

been called thus. (He further said): A person gvin

in Egypt has told me thathz galamin is a bird

among the water birf$ (Its plumage) shows itself

with variegated colours and this cloth has been

likened to it".

One of these water birds with glossy variegatedwwsl is
the Black Stork which is: "Easily distinguishedrfrahe White
Stork byblack upperparts with metallic sheeft long range
and against the light, the colour of the uppergard the neck
can be surprisingly difficult to judge owing to teéect of the
glossiness®. The colours which are seen by different
exposition of the black parts of the plumage thtligre chiefly
green, turquoise and purple

The bird described by Al-Qazwini is thus clgdHe Black

8. | isan al-‘Arab, (ed. 1955) compiled by: Ibn Mair al-Ifrigi al-MisrT,
AbU-I-Fadl Janal ad-Din Muhammad ibn Mukarram. Ed.ab Sadir - Dar
Bayrit, Bayiit.

8- Water bird is a designation used generically irabAc for all birds
pertaining in some way to water and wetland hahitdbwever, al-Nuwayr!
makes a biological distinction saying that onlydsirfeding on fish and
living constantly on water are real water birdss ge-Nuwayt, Nihayat,
section 10, art. Bg p. 237.

- Delin, Photographic guidep. 34.

L Author’s personal observations on specimens behgngi the collections
of the Natural History Museum, Aarhus, Denmark;adtéo La Fuente, F.R.
de 1972 Alverdens Fauna, Edito Bgger, Copenhagen, vol. 4 pp. 274-275.
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Stork as it is a bird having the size and the shapé¢he
common White StoriCiconia ciconiawith red bill and red legs
like the White Stork but with white only on the w@ndarts of
the bird It cannot be the Purple Gallinule as it is a much
smaller bird only the size of a domestic hen arehdahough its
beautifully coloured plumage is glossy, it does pasent an
array of many different colours in its gloss like tBlack Stork,
furthermore the Purple Gallinule does not have riquaarly
long neck® But like the Purple Gallinule the Black Stork is
connected to wetlands.

Storks of the Genu€iconia are almost absent from
Ancient Egyptian art. So far no representation dfité/ Stork
has been readily identified. The only presentatbra Black
Stork from Ancient Egypt known to Houlih&ris a painting in
the Dynasty XI (2040-1991) from the tomb of Bakit This
identification is nevertheless subject to caution G. Sgrensen
personal information).

Biological comments

The Black Stork is a rather scarce passage viaitdra

rare winter visitor in Egypt. A few are summeriracally in

this country®.

92-Cf. Peterson et aEuropas Fugleplate 6. In the Arabic dialects both the
white and the black storks have different names, Malouf, An Arabic
zoological,p. 237; GoodmariThe Birdsp. 143-144.

9 Author’s personal observations on a specimensugpl® Gallinules and
Black Storks belonging to the collections of thetddal History Museum,
Aarhus, cf. also Peterson, ibid. plate 31

% Houlihan, The Birds

% Goodman;The Birdsp. 143-144.
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wibxll / algattas (No. 105) /Grebes /Podicipedidae spp.

Philological comments

The namesastas o4t is a common generic name in Egyptian
Arabic for Grebes and DivefGaviida€®. Viré writes that this
name is used for the same birds in north-west Aftiw”’. The
name is derived on thé=é pattern from the verlke which
means to dive, plunge or get submerged. This ig fiiéing for
these birds as they all are fish eaters huntingr theey
underwater. Acording to Malouf, the Grebes areechiawwas

o=% in Irad®. This is a synonym of the woggyras.

Al-Qazwini wrote:

padl B 2a gl (oale dpulally A1 Wy il ulse
530 LS oLl (3 iy 43l saim 4S5 V) Gl e
Jbﬁiﬁéw\égégﬁo\é\ clall chad by 5 3ad

A A5 e adday Y oLl il Cnall e 54 deay
Ghawwas : A bird which is callednahi havar in
Persian and which is found in the region otiaa
on riverbanks. Its way of hunting consists in dgin
vigorously head first under water and staying under
water until it sights some fish and it then takes i
and rises [to the surface] with it. The way thel§ere
stays under water with its whole body without
having the water overcoming it is a marvellous
thing considering the lighntess og its body welght

Al-Damiri wrote:

% Malouf, An Arabic zoologicalp. 118; GoodmariThe Birdsp. 114.
”Viré, Les Oiseauxp. 591 and 599.

%-Malouf, An Arabic zoologicalp. 118

9- Al-Qazwini, Kitab ‘Aga’ib al-makliight, Erster Theilp. 421.
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o Y G s ) eas bl agaas il pal sl
i s JEY) A g 3dll JB s il eld o) lall Gl
s ) slay 5 elall & abaiy L) Galkh s g

Ada
Al-Gawwis: A bird which the Egyptians cadlrzas.
It is the [same bird as] the Pied Kingfish&efyle
rudis) which will be described in the chapter of [the
animal names beginning with] the lettg#f. Al-
Qazwini wrote in the chapter of the Forms that the
Grebe is a bird which is found by riverbanks as it
dives in water and hunts fish for food [then folw
a direct citation of the text of Qazwini written
abovef®.

Al-QalgasSandi wrote in thgubh al-A‘Sa :

¢ 55Y) saiagul sl s ¢ paliall Al Jiy 5 - pallaall Lea

Blall & 4gb an g 5 ¢ AlSh claddl 7 Adud oWl 8 sy
SIAD aland () sall

" And among the [edible] birds [which are not

hunted with falcons] is the Grebgafras). [This

species] is also called th@awwas. It is a bird of

dark colour somewhat like a waterfowl in

appearance. It dives under water, takes fish but o

it and eats them. In thiayat al-hayawin [of al-

Danmiri] thifmbird has been mistaken for the Pied

Kingfisher™-.

All these descriptions are all fine descriptionsGrtbes
as they are birds having the size of small duaksgth 25 cm -
50 cm for the different species in Western Pale@grcthey are
all fish-eating birds. They all dive with an endigehrust of
the body plunging head first and they quite oftemd their
fish preys to the surface handling them in righsipon before

100 Al-Damir, Kitab hayat al-hayawin, article: o=l s¢ .
101 Al-Qalgasandi Kitab Subk part Il p. 69.
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swallowing them. All Grebes, except the Little Geelhave a
dark brown back and white underparts. Although @sehre
laying lower in water than most ducks they may istamce
look in general appearance like waterfowl, espbctak lesser
and more round shaped species like the Black-neCkethe
Podiceps nigricolli&®
Biological comments

The Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficolli,the Black-
necked GrebePodiceps nigricollis, the Red-necked Grebe
Podiceps griseigena, the Great Crested Grebd2odiceps
cristatus are all breeding in different parts of the Middast
while only the Little Grebe is breeding in Northrigh and the
Slavonian GrebdPodiceps auritus is a winter visitor to the
south Caspian region and is a rare to vagrant winggor in
other parts of the Middle East and North Afffta

In Egypt only the Little Grebe is a breeding resigle
while the Great Crested Grebe is a former breebdirgyin this
country and is a widespread winter visitor in tloethern parts
of the country. Its last stronghold in Egypt was af
probability Lake Manzalah. The Black-necked Grelseai
widespread winter visitor in the Northern Deltadakwhile the

Red-necked Grebe is only seen accident¥ily

192 Author's personal observations in the field on @r€rested Grebes
Podiceps cristatus, Black-necked Grebes Podiceps nigricollis andld it
GrebeTachybaptus ruficolliscf. too Peterson et &uropas Fugleplate 1.
193-Hollom, Birds of the Middle Easp. 14.

194 GoodmanThe Birdsp. 114-117.
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<l /al-‘ugab (No. 132)/ Eagles/ Aquila spp., Hieraaetus
spp., Haliaeetus spp.
Philological comments

The nameuqab <= is used generically in Arabic for
Eagled®™ Many species of Eagles are either breeding or
visiting Egypt and the Middle E&§t (Goodman et al. 1989,
Hollom et al.1988 pp. 49-66).

¢laall / alhida’ (No. 133) /Black Kite / Milvus migrans/ Red
Kite / Milvus milvus
Philological comments

The namehida’ ¢~ is the common Arabic name for
the Kites of theMilvus genus”’.

Al-Qalgasandwrotes

Caladd s i ¥ o5 ¢ el 5 2 550 gl sl g g (1L, ) B2asd)
ol 581 (g o 25T I il 5 ) palall 8 G Ll Lgmnha ey ¢

L e
"The Kite: (...) among the colours of this bird are
black and ash grey. This bird does not hunt but on
the contrary it wrenches away [and steals the prey
from other Raptors]. In its nature [lies the traitht
it extends its wings in flight, [this being a thing
which none of the other Raptors are able to

195-Malouf, An Arabic zoologicalp. 92; GoodmarThe Birdsp. 190; Viré,
Les Oiseauxp. 591 and 599.

196 GoodmanThe Birdspp. 173-196; HollomBirds of the Middle Easpp.

49-66.

197 Malouf, An  Arabic zoologicalp. 271; GoodmanThe Birds,pp. 171-
173; Wehr, H., 1976Arabic -English DictionaryJ. Milton Cowan, New
York.
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do...""%
This description is a fairly good descriptiohsome of the

biological traits of the Black Kite. The descriptiocof the
colours is corrett®. Both the Red Kite and the Black Kite are
known to be able to steal prey from other Raptdie Red
Kite may even steal from large Raptors as Peredfiaeon
Falco peregrinusGoshawkAccipiter gentilis and White-tailed
EagleHaliaeetus albicilld'®. The mentioning of stretching its
wings during flight may be an allusion to the wkhown
ability of the Kites to move their wings indepentlgrof each
other*,

Biological comments

The Red Kite is an irregular and rare visitor o it
migrations™?

Regarding the resident population of Black Kites in
recent time they are urbanised in Cairo, wheresglexies now
is most usually seen singly along the Nife which is in
accordance with the dependence of this speciesitaf/.

It was once very widespread and common inNhe
Valley, but its number has declined to a great rexte
presumably due to the very considerable use ofqmss and

18- Al-Qalgasandi Kitab Subk, part Il p. 82.

109-Cf. Génsbagl, B. 198 Rovfuglene i Europa, Nordafrika og Mellemasten,
Gad. Copenhagen, p. 65 and pp. 334-335 and authens®nal observations
on live birds in Cairo 1993.

10 Génsbgl, ibid. p. 67 and p. 74.

1L pid. p. 332 and 334.

12 GoodmanThe Birdsp. 173.

113 aAuthor's personal observations, cf. tbbe Birdsp. 171.

114 GénsbglRovfuglenep. 64.
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herbicides. The Egyptian population consists ofghlespecies
Milvus migrans aegyptiuswhich are resident birds, but in the
period of migrations the number of Black Kites igymented

by the fairly common Eurasian passage vistors

420 /al-rabmah (No. 134)/Egyptian Vulture /Neophron
percnopterus
Philological comments

The nameraham is the Arabic name of the Egyptian
Vulture™®,
Al-Qalgasand wrote:

Dl i Belaall (568 o) g 5 (alan adil e sa s (,.) Aed
Oa Lanl 5 Al Juall (g3 St oAy (L) <l JSU
Gy W SY e Leadi e S8 Y YD (...) 4dlaed oS
Orticay sl Loy g8aal
The Egyptian Vulture: (...) It is a pied bird inalbk
and white, which is greater in size than the Kite.
This bird eats carrion (...) It lives on the tophigh
mountains lying furthest away from its enemie3 (...
The female has no strength herself without her

male. She lays one egg, but sometimes two
417

eggs.
All these biological features are consistent witle Egyptian
Vulture. The Egyptian Vulture is a white bird withlack
primaries and secondaries, although the secondamesostly
greysh-white on the upper side of the wing, wHile primaries

are greyish-white on the first half of their lengih the upper

15 GoodmanThe Birdsp. 171.

116 \Wehr, Arabic -English Dictionary,Malouf, An Arabic zoologicalp.
259,

17- Al-Qalgasand Kitab Sub,,part Il pp. 82-83.
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side of the wing'®. The description of the size is correct if the
Kite mentioned is the Black Kit&. The description of the
habitat is correct, and Al-QalgaSanegmark concerning the
female is probably an allusion to the monogamy ok t
species.The mentioned clutch size is cotf@¢Génsbal 1987
p. 90).
Biological comments

The Egyptian Vulture is breeding in large areashef
Middle East and North Afridd". In Egypt it is passage visitor
especially in the eastern parts of the countryarate breeding
bird. In the 18th century it appears to have beeinemely

abundant but its number has decreased dramati@ally

118 Delin, Photographic guidepp. 60-61; GénsbaRovfuglenepp. 326-327
and photo p. 90.

119 ¢f. Delin, ibid. p. 60 and p. 72.

120. GénshglRovfuglenep. 90; Peterson et d&uropas Fuglep. 73.
12L-Hollom, Birds of the Middle Easp. 50.

122 GoodmanThe Birdspp. 178-180.
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